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Lemons’ Aides

ARE YOU THE NEXT VBS SPONSOR?
Gibsonville UMC is seeking local businesses and
individuals to serve as sponsors for this
summer’s Vacation Bible School to be
held Monday, August 6 through Friday,
August 10, 2018. Contributions will be
used to provide T-shirts and meals to all
participants and to help cover the cost
of materials. Last year more than 60
children experienced God’s love through
GUMC’s Vacation
Bible School. This
week-long program is provided without
any charge to the participants. Your

contributions make it possible for the church to
provide this outreach to the community.
If you are interested in serving as a
sponsor, please complete the bottom of
this form and return it with your check
made payable to “GUMC-VBS Sponsor”
PO Box 82, Gibsonville, NC 27249 by
August 5. Thanks in advance for your
consideration of this worthy cause.
Please call the church office at (336)
449-4810 should you have any
questions.

Yes, I would like to support Gibsonville United Methodist Church’s Vacation Bible School and the children
and families in the surrounding community, by making a donation in the amount of:
______$100.00

______$75.00

______$50.00

______$25.00

______Other

Name or Business Name:______________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________
Telephone No._____________________________________________________________________
(Make checks payable to GUMC - VBS Sponsor)

One of the first things that I noticed about Gibsonville that is different from all my other appointments is the proximity of a very fastmoving train! I think the train that runs through Gibsonville is about
three blocks from the church, which would make it about 3.01 blocks
from the parsonage. One Saturday morning after helping the UMMen
clean-up a yard, I was actually standing beside the track when Amtrak
passed by. I do not know how fast it was going, but it reminds me of
another fast-moving object – ME. My wife, Donna, did all the hard
work getting us moved, but now it is my turn (and Edith, the very
capable Administrative Assistant of Gibsonville UMC).
I believe we have great potential at GUMC to reach many people
for Christ! I am in love with both worship services. Acts 29@9 is
filled with powerful and moving contemporary music and an energy
that I do not think I have seen in a contemporary service. And I love
the 11:00am service with its traditional hymns and deep liturgy. Both
kinds of worship have their place in our post-modern world. The fact
that both are so quality-driven is a true cause for celebration.
Donna and I truly celebrate being here with you at Gibsonville
UMC! We believe God is going to do great things in the coming
years. You have been led by a very committed and detailed-oriented
pastor and lay people the last several years, and now we hope to reap
the fruit from that great foundation.
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to do far
more abundantly than all we can ask or think, to him be glory in the
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever.
Amen. (Ephesians 3:20-21)

Pastor Barry
LIVE STREAMING
In order to access this new worship opportunity:
 Go to our church’s website,
www.gibsonvilleumc.org
 Scroll down to 9:00AM Contemporary or
11:00AM Traditional Worship Service (live
stream)
 Press or click on (live stream)
 This will bring you to the selection of screens for
our services.
 For LIVE Streaming click or press on the forward
arrow.
 For one of the prior Sunday recorded services,
select the video for that date.

BLOOD DRIVE
Monday, August 27 - 2:30-7:00pm
Gibsonville UMC Fellowship Hall
For additional information or if you would like to make an
appointment to give blood, contact Faye Cheek (449-7990).
We are also in need of baked goods to be given to the donors.
If you would be willing to provide some goodies, please drop them
off any time during the day on Monday, August 27.

Why Donate Blood?
 You don’t need a special reason to give blood. You just need
your own reason.
Some of us give blood because we were asked by a friend.
 Some know that a family member or a friend might need blood
some day.
 Some believe it is the right thing we do.
 Whatever your reason, the need is constant and your contribution
is important for a healthy and reliable blood supply. And you’ll
feel good knowing you've helped change a life.
You will receive a mini physical to check your:
 Pulse
 Blood pressure
 Body temperature
 Hemoglobin

Flip Sunday
Attention: Switched Service (Flip) Sunday originally scheduled for July
29 has been POSTPONED until September 30. Please note on your calendars.
Did you know that a group of your fellow church attendees gather on
the first Thursday of (almost) every month at Kimbers to enjoy an
evening meal and fellowship? And did you know that this gathering is open
to ALL, and even guests? Consider this your invitation! The next gathering will
be Thursday, August 2 at 6:00pm Notify Wallace Kale at wkale@triad.rr.com or
text him at 336-209-0175 by August 1 so Kimbers can have a head count. Y'all
Come!

Inside This Issue... Upcoming Events and Information, Anniversaries, Birthdays, Children’s Ministries, Memorials and Special Gifts,
August Calendar, Stewardship Update, Youth News, and much more.

Upcoming Activities & Information

August Music News at GUMC

Board of Trustees: The Board of Trustees will meet in the

As previously announced, GUMC’s Choir and Handbells have
observed a “Christmas in July,” getting a head start on Advent
music for 2018. Now I am pleased to issue preliminary notice of
this year’s actual Christmas music program, which will be a
Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at 10:30 AM on Sunday,
December 9. This service will feature readings from Old and New
Testaments, congregational singing of familiar Christmas carols,
and musical offerings by GUMC’s Chancel Choir, Handbells, and
Praise Team. As a matter of historical interest, the Lessons and
Carols service was adapted for first use in King’s College,
Cambridge in 1918. Thus, we celebrate its 100 th anniversary, in a
newer format edited for United Methodists.

Wharton Class room Sunday, August 12 immediately following the
11:00am worship service.

Care & Share: Will not meet in August.
Circle 3: Will meet Monday, August 20 at 7:00pm in the church
parlor. Donna Lemons will be the speaker.

Men’s Breakfast Group: The Men’s Breakfast Group will meet
Tuesday, August 7 and 21 at 8:00am in the Fellowship Hall. This
group meets on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of every month. All men are
invited. For more information contact Wallace Kale at (336) 209-0175.

Welcome Committee: Will meet Saturday, August 11 at 10:00am
in the conference room.

UM Women: The Executive Board will meet Monday, August 27 at
10:30am in the Wharton class room.

Meet Pastor Barry And Help to Kick Off VBS
GUMC will be holding a church picnic on Sunday, August 5 from 3:00
- 6:00pm at Lake Mackintosh Park. (Please note, we are on the
Alamance County side, off of Huffman Mill Road). This will give us
a great opportunity to spend time in fellowship with one another and
get to know Pastor Barry and his wife Donna. We will also invite all of
our VBS families to join us. Hot dogs and all the fixings will be
provided, but please bring a side dish or dessert to share.

Church Leaders and Committee Members:
The Nominating Committee will begin its work in August, filling
in key leadership roles and committee members for 2019 (committee
members serve on a 3 year rotation model).
Prayerfully consider where God is calling you to serve the church
for the sake of the community. Are you serving in an area but would
like to switch to another area? Are you serving as a leader and would
like to switch your emphasis in leadership? Are you a leader and have
people you would like to serve on your committee?
Please let Pastor Barry know of your desires to serve as soon as
possible. (blemons@wnccumc.net; 336-449-4810)
Your gifts, talents and desire to serve and the church’s need is the
beginning of God’s call to you. Listen to how you can make a
difference in up-front or behind-the-scenes service opportunities.

Parents/Relatives of College Students:
If you wish to have your student(s) assigned a church member sponsor
who will keep in touch with your student during the school year and
will offer friendship, prayers, support, encouragement, and occasional
goodies or gift cards throughout the year, I need the following information for the 2018-19 school year: mailing address, email address, text/
cell number, birth date if during school year, and any other information
you think would be helpful to the assigned sponsor in contacting your
student. Please reply to Terry McNeill at mcneillwt@gmail.com or 336
-270-5135 no later than August 31. Thanks for your help and participating in this ministry.

On a different note, his past month, we lost one near and dear to
our hearts, Suzie Griggs. Suzie was a long-standing member of
GUMC’s Handbell Choir, and I still recall the joy on her face this
past December as she rang what turned out to be her final numbers
with us. Our deepest sympathies go to Buzz and rest of her family!
GUMC’s Handbell Choir hopes to do a special remembrance of
Suzie at this fall’s All-Saint’s Sunday service. To all Choir and
Handbells members who sang or rang at Suzie’s memorial service
July 22, let me express heartfelt gratitude! The way you care for
one another in times good and bad is something not only
uncommon, but also almost unheard of. God bless you all, each
and every one!

August
Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday
2

9 AM
PB&J

Fruit & Protein Sunday

6

8 AM Praise Team Rehearsal
9 AM ACTS29@9

7
7 PM
Boy Scouts

8
9 AM
PB&J

9:45-10AM
Coffee & Refreshments in
Fellowship Hall

6 PM
PB&J

6 PM
Handbell Rehearsal

9:45 & 10AM Sunday School

7 PM
Alive in Christ

7 PM
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

11 AM Worship
3:00—6:00 PM
Church Wide Picnic @ Lake
McIntosh
12

13

14
7 PM
Boy Scouts

4

10

11

7 PM
Praise Team
Rehearsal

10 AM
Welcome
Committee
Meeting
6:00 PM
Children & Youth
Lock In

17

18

24

25

7 PM
Praise Team
Rehearsal

6 PM
Handbell Rehearsal
7 PM
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

7 PM
Alive in Christ

11 AM Worship
12 Noon Board of Trustees

16
9 AM
PB&J

6 PM
PB&J

9:45 & 10AM Sunday School

MEALS ON WHEELS - Monday through Friday
20

8 AM Praise Team Rehearsal
9 AM ACTS29@9
9:45-10AM
Coffee & Refreshments in
Fellowship Hall

Deuteronomy 4:19 (NIV) declares: “And when you look up to the
sky and see ... the heavenly array — do not be enticed into bowing
down to them and worshiping things the LORD your God has
apportioned to all the nations under heaven.” We can be grateful
for the work of scientists and the wonders their study reveals, but
instead of “bowing down” to nature, we worship its Creator and
Ruler — the Lord of heaven and earth.

15
7 AM - 10 PM
Children & Youth
Carowinds

9:45-10AM
Coffee & Refreshments in
Fellowship Hall

19

3

Vacation Bible School 5:45 - 8:15 PM

6:30 AM Greensboro Urban
Ministry Breakfast
8 AM Praise Team Rehearsal
9 AM ACTS29@9

Looking Up

9

8 AM
Men’s Breakfast Group

Saturday

7 PM
VBS Volunteers
Meeting

7 PM
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

5

Friday

7 PM
Praise Team
Rehearsal

6 PM
Handbell Rehearsal

Rob Hallquist, Director of Music in Traditional Worship

World-renowned cosmologist Stephen Hawking (1942-2018)
stated: “Remember to look up at the stars and not
down at your feet. Try to make sense of what you
see and wonder about what makes the universe
exist. Be curious.” His sentiment is especially
fitting for August, when many people try to count
the falling stars of the Perseid meteor shower.
As a self-proclaimed atheist, Hawking relied on
science to answer “what makes the universe exist.” Yet many
Christians believe that while science shows how things happen or
were created, our faith tells who made them so.

Monday

21

22

23

7 PM
Boy Scouts

8 AM
Men’s Breakfast Group

9 AM
PB&J

7 PM
Circle 3

6 PM
PB&J

6 PM
Handbell Rehearsal

7 PM
Alive in Christ

7 PM
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

7 PM
Praise Team
Rehearsal

9:45 & 10AM Sunday School
11 AM Worship
4-6 PM
Children & Youth Fellowship

What Spills Out
Rev. Henry Wingblade once compared the Christian personality to
the unseen soup in a bowl carried high over a waiter’s head. No
one knows what's inside — unless the waiter is bumped or trips. If
Jesus is truly living inside us, Wingblade said, what spills out
should be the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace,
patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and self-control.
When you falter, what do people see? How can
your “spillage” better reflect the Holy Spirit, who
lives in you?

26

27
8 AM Praise Team Rehearsal
9 AM ACTS29@9
9:45-10AM
Coffee & Refreshments in
Fellowship Hall
9:45 & 10AM Sunday School

28
10:30 AM
UMW Board
Meeting
7 PM
Boy Scouts

29
7 PM
Alive in Christ

30
6 PM
Handbell Rehearsal

31
7 PM
Praise Team
Rehearsal

7 PM
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

11 AM Worship
4-6 PM
Children & Youth Fellowship

Gibsonville United Methodist Church  PO Box 82  Gibsonville, NC 27249  336.449.4810  www.gibsonvilleumc.org

Stewardship Update

Vacation Bible School

I will be faithful to Gibsonville United Methodist Church, and uphold it by my prayers, my presence, my gifts, my service and my witness.

Shipwrecked
Rescued By Jesus
August 6-10
5:45pm—8:15pm
3 Years - Rising 6th Graders

- Membership Vow of the United Methodist Church

By Our Prayers

Our Service

Prayer request cards are available in the Welcome Center and Sanctuary pews. If you
would like to share joys or concerns with the congregation, please complete this card
and return it to the church office or to Pastor Barry. The prayer list is updated weekly
in the Sunday Worship Bulletin. The Alive in Christ study group prays for these
requests each Tuesday evening at the church.

By Our Presence
Date

ACTS29@9

7/1/18

7/8/15

Sunday School
Attendance

Worship Attendance
11 am

35

87

41

38

37

38

34

122

7/22/18

41

48

121

Camera Operator - 11:00AM
August 5:
Glenn Zimmerman
August 12:
Melissa Troutman
August 19:
Van Moore
Counters (Offering) - Purple Team
Deleno Flynn, Howard Hendricks, Nancy Shepherd
Greeter 9:00 AM
Claude & Denise Little

By our Gifts (as of 6/30/18)

Greeters - 11:00 AM Barry & Linda Raker

303,857

Operating Fund Received in June

30,016

Operating Fund Received Year to Date

129,797

Operating Fund Needed Budget to Date

151,929

Above/(Below) Budget to Date

(22,131)

Building Fund received in June

7,263

Building Fund received Year to Date

38,956

Mortgage Payments Year to Date

42,720

Above/(Below) Mortgage Payments YTD

(3,764)

Mortgage Principal Balance

Barry & Jane Deaton

Camera Operator - 9:00 AM
August 26:
Terry McNeill

By Our Gifts
Annual Budget

Brantley O’Day
Ainsley Rash
Jeri Barringer
Samantha Maris

Altar Flowers
August 5:
Open
August 12:
Chriss & Henry Buckner
August 19:
Van & Ann Moore
August 26:
Open
Altar Guild

82

7/15/18

Acolytes
August 5:
August 12:
August 19:
August 26:

811,759

A complete copy of the current financial statement is available in the
Welcome Center.
Please have all articles and information for the September
2018 Newsletter in the church office no later than
Wednesday, August 22.

Children and Youth will meet together during the
month of August
Come and bring a friend!!
August 5th - 3:00—6:00pm
It’s the Church picnic at Lake Mackintosh Park! Let’s get out the
corn hole boards, frisbee, and pool noodles. That’s right, pool
noodles. Come see what field games are all about!

Saturday, August 11th - 6:00pm - Sunday, August 12th
After a great week of VBS, let’s unwind with a Lock-in! We will
have movies, board games, video games, and lots of popcorn!
Come to the church anytime after 6:00pm.

Tuesday, August 14th—7:00am—10:00pm
Surprise! Let’s go to Carowinds! Ryan loves roller coasters.
Maybe it’s your first time to Carowinds or maybe it’s your 20th, it
never disappoints. Be at the church at 7:00am. Bring money for
food and snacks throughout the day. We will get dinner on the
way home and be back at the church by 10:00pm. Ask Ryan for
ticket price!

Coffee & Refreshments
August 5:
Jane Deaton
August 12:
Denise and Claude Little
August 19:
David & Maria Harrison
August 26:
Chris & Carol Kirkman

August 19th - 4:00—6:00pm

Nursery 9:00-10:00AM
August 5:
Hadley Duquette & Ann Moore
August 12:
Hadley Duquette & Wallace Kale
August 19:
Hadley Duquette & Tammy Riggs
August 26:
Hadley Duquette & Julie Isley

August 26th - 4:00—6:00pm

Nursery 10:00AM-12:00PM
August 5:
Hadley Duquette & Allison Deaton
August 12:
Hadley Duquette & Elizabeth Ingle
August 19:
Hadley Duquette & Donna Hughes
August 26:
Hadley Duquette & Michelle Rash
Scripture Readers
August 5:
Tyler Journigan
August 12:
Denise Little
August 19:
Boyce Johnson
August 26:
Carter James
Usher (Head) 11AM: Glenn Zimmerman
Visitation
August 6:
August 13:
August 20:
August 27:

Van & Ann Moore
Tim & Sue Wood
Wallace Kale
Matt & Amanda Morrow

Meals on Wheels, Monday, August 13 through Friday,
August 17.

We had so much fun with archery that we are going to do it again.
This time we have bows and pellet guns to shoot! Meet at the
church at 4:00pm, dinner will be provided.
Its the end of Summer, but that doesn’t mean we have to stop
having fun. Join Ryan and Aaron for a surprise at the church.
Wear an old t-shirt. Meet at 4:00pm. Dinner will be provided.

Children & Youth Sunday School
This month we are using the movie Wonder to examine the
wonder and awesomeness of God.

VBS volunteers will have a final meeting to make
sure everything is in order for the week on
Thursday, August 2 at 7:00pm. All volunteers (adult
and youth) are encouraged to attend. If you can't attend,
please let Michelle Rash know so she can make sure you
have any final details. Michelle can be reached at
mlrash617@hotmail.com or 336-212-3424.

Each day at VBS, the children will join in a meal and then gather
together as Castaway Groups and travel to Bible Discovery, Imagination Station, Ship Rec Games, KidVid Cinema, and close with Sail
Away.
Daily Themes for the Week:
Jesus Rescues When…You are Lonely…You
Struggle…You Do Wrong…You are Powerless.

Worry…You

Spread the WORD!!
Sponsors are needed to make this
shipwreck epic!

MISSIONS AND OUTREACH

MEMORIALS & SPECIAL GIFTS TO HONOR FRIENDS & LOVED ONES

PB&J Missions: The summer is half over and we have been

Greensboro Urban Ministry Breakfast, August 12:

delivering 120 bags each week. We still have a few weeks to provide
bag lunches for the children and elderly in the community. Remember to bring your donations to the church in early August to finish
this project well. Items that are still needed: Fruit cups, individual
bags of chips, individual boxes of fruit drink. We are enjoying working with Friedens Lutheran and Faith Baptist on this mission, please
come join us in August on Tuesdays at 6:00pm to pack bags and
Wednesday mornings at 9:00am to make sandwiches and/or 9:45am
to deliver.

Plan to be a part of this great ministry to Greensboro’s population
with no place to call home! The word is out…GUMC makes the best
breakfast and the folks look forward to the hot meal.
Who can participate? Adults, youth and children (3rd grade and
older with a parent) meet at the church parking lot at 6:30am to carpool or take the bus. You will serve the meal and if we have enough
volunteers, you can sit down, eat with, and get to know the people. It
does not take much for many of us to be in the same situation. When
Jesus said, “feed the hungry, he meant the “least of these”. Let us be
faithful.

Fruit & Protein Sunday, First Sunday of Every
Month: The church supports the food pantry for the community
that is housed at Gibsonville First Baptist Church. 25-30 people/
families are served every week! Let’s help supply them with canned
fruits and non-perishable protein items (such as peanut butter, meat
stews, beans, canned meats, brown rice and quinoa).
During the school year, the Out of the Garden, backpacks filled
with food for children to have during the weekend will also benefit
from our FIRST SUNDAY FRUIT AND PROTEIN!

Infant 0-3 Yrs Old:
Both Sexes

1 baby blanket
3 bibs
1 book with pictures
3 cloth diapers
6 diaper pins
1 comb or brush
Due back for dedication September 16
4 pairs of socks
1 rattle or teething ring
1 sippy cup
This year we are supporting Christmas boxes
1 soft toy (no buttons
for the persecuted Christian children of
or eyes)
Armenia and that is the reason we are doing  Other (please list
this ministry earlier in the year.
below)

Get your shoebox at the church today or give a
monetary donation for our children and youth
to fill boxes.












Project AGAPE began as a collaborative
effort of the North Carolina and the Western Age 3-6 Male
 1 ball
North Carolina Confer-  1 cap/toboggan
ences of the UMC with  1 comb or brush
the Armenian Apostolic  1 coloring book
Church. The Christians  1 box of crayons
 1 pair mittens/gloves
in Armenia are very  1 pack of markers
poor and persecuted and
(washable)

1 note pad
their children are the
 3 pairs of socks
most desperate of all. Instructions for packing
 1 soft toy
the shoe box is detailed inside each box  1 toothbrush
available in the church. Follow them carefully,  1 toy or game
include a $5 bill on top, secure the lid, and tape  Other (please list
below
the list of contents on top.

IN HONOR OF

Suzanne “Suzie” Griggs
Don & Glenda Blalock
Clarence & Elizabeth Ingle
Leonard & Carol Mangum
Ann & Van Moore
Donnie & Celia Summers
Tommy & Joyce Summers
Joe & Sara Thompson
Irma Walker
Linda Waynick
Jeff & Edith Younger

Rob Hallquist
Dick & Pat Annand

1

Kibble Davis

Nancy Johnson

2

Sylvia Hoffner

4

Sara Isley

6

Emery Duquette

7

Landon McDonald

8

Pastor Barry Lemons

9

Jimmy Allen

12

Jessica Griggs
Tommy Norwood
Susan Randolph
Cathy Shelton

13

Robert Ferguson
Carol Kirkman

14

Tommy Summers

15

Blake Gunn

17

Joel Isley
Josh Rickard
Brent Shepherd

19

Henry Buckner
Matt Randolph

20

Ricky Cobb

25

Sally Duquette

26

C J Boaeuf

28

Garvin Allen
Jamie Griggs
John Howard Lea, Jr.
Ginny MacKenzie
Donna Rickard

29

Dick Annand

Anita Johnson

Thank You Notes

Please be mindful of expiration dates on all foods.

Project AGAPE:
Shoeboxes for Armenia

IN MEMORY OF

Age 3-6 Female














1 cap/toboggan
1 comb or brush
1 coloring book
1 box of crayons
1 doll
1 pack of hairbands or
bows
1 pair mittens/gloves
1 pack of markers
(washable)
1 note pad
3 pair of socks
1 toy or game
1 toothbrush
Other (please list below)

Age 7-12 Male




















1 cap/toboggan
1 comb or brush
1 coloring book
1 box crayons
1 pair mittens/gloves
1 pack of markers
(washable)
1 note pad
1 box or pack of pencils
1 pack of erasers
1 ruler
1 spinner
1 pencil sharpener
3 pairs of socks
1 sock toy
1 pack of stickers
1 stuffed animal
1 toothbrush
1 mirror
Other (please list below

Age 7-12 Female





















1 cap/toboggan
1 comb or brush
1 coloring book
1 box of crayons
1 pack of hairbands or
bows
1 pack of markers
(washable)
1 mirror
1 pair mittens/gloves
1 note pad
1 box or pack of pencils
1 ruler
1 spinner
1 pencil sharpener
3 pairs of socks
1 pack of stickers
1 toy or game
1 stuffed animal
1 toothbrush
1 mirror
Other (please list
below)

Enclose $5 in cash or check for transportation cost for each box. Checks are to be made
out “NC Conference” & marked for Agape Christmas Boxes.

GUMC Family,
It is with deep gratitude and
humility that I thank you for your
gracious send off. Thank you for
the “Gone Fishin” sign to remind
me of one of the last series with
you. The love offering will help
tremendously with my moving
expenses too.
The orchid is still beautiful
and is not suffering from my
“brown thumb” syndrome!
Most of all, thank you for
sharing your lives with me and
the love and care expressed to
me, my family and Merv.
May God continue to bless
you richly as you serve for the
sake of Jesus.
Grace and Peace,
Pastor Sybil
Dear Gibsonville United Methodist Church,
Thanks again! Greetings from
Jerusalem! I am here for the

launch of our outreach to this
incredible city. So many world
religions are found here but Jesus
is needed more than ever. Keep
my team in prayer as we launch
our website and media campaign
this month. We hope to engage
many Israelis in dialogue about
what God has done for them.
Also pray for me and my family
as we are apart during these next
few weeks.
Your Jewish brother,
Aaron Abramson
GUMC,
Words cannot express the love
and support that my family and I
received during my illness, surgery, and recovery. The many
prayers, calls, food, and visits
have all meant so much. God is
so good. Thanks be to God for
each of you for sharing the love
of God.
Nancy Johnson

Harvest Time!
With harvest underway or imminent, fields of ripe grain, tall cornstalks
and soybeans turning brown recall Jesus’ words to the disciples: “The
harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore pray earnestly to
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest” (Matthew
9:37-38, ESV).
Nowadays farmers use fewer laborers and bigger machines than in
decades past. But what about harvests of faith? Leading people to know
God’s love can’t be done “mechanically.” Studies show that newspaper
ads or door-hangers left anonymously are less effective at bringing
people to church than a warm personal invite.
Right after urging his disciples to pray for harvest workers — in a
classic instance of “You might be God’s answer to your own prayer!” —
Jesus sends them out as those very laborers! How will they work the harvest? Not by guilting people into faith. Not by pronouncing judgment or
biblical law. But by using Jesus’ authority to counter evil, illness and
brokenness among those they befriend.

Suzanne “Suzie” Griggs
July 18, 2018
Helene Hoyt, and Family would
like to thank you all for being
such a wonderful church family
and also stated how much they
miss GUMC. Their new mailing
address is: P.O. Box 771632
Ocala, Florida 34477
(702) 525-1169

August 6
Don & Glenda Blalock
August 13
Jeff & Edith Younger
August 14
Barry & Linda Raker
August 20
Greg & Pat Dunford
August 23
Buddy & Bobbie Blakely
August 27
Frank & Donna Eaton
Jim & Judy Peacock
August 31
Kent & Emily James

If your birthday or
anniversary is not listed
or is listed incorrectly,
please notify the church
office so that we may
correct our files.

