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It’s been six weeks since I opened the Lenten Season with a     
sermon and the imposition of ashes on a clear evening at Mount 
Carmel UMC in Reidsville. It’s been three weeks since I received 
the email from the Conference Office advising me that we would 
be transitioning to work from home during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 
  
I’ve learned a lot.  Here are my top twelve learnings: 

12. Do no harm. While Wesley’s maxim is NEVER a bad idea, it 
has been especially helpful this season. I imagine myself as an 
asymptomatic carrier of COVID-19. This has helped me to       
embrace “my daily bread” of love and life and has inspired me to 
order my days. I ask myself twice if I really need to go out and 
consume an “essential service.” Is it worth the risk of infecting 
someone else? 
 
11. The birds and the flowers were Jesus’ great object         
lessons about not worrying. (Matthew 6:25-34) They should be 
ours right now. Consider them. 
 
10. Be patient with others in your home and life. If they are      
getting on your nerves, you can be fairly sure you are getting on 
theirs. 
 
9. Laugh. If you have Netflix, watch comedians like Ryan       
Hamilton and Jim Gaffigan. They are among the cleaner crowd. 
You will not only laugh at them, you may laugh at yourself. It’s 
good for your body, releasing stress hormones and even lowering 
blood pressure. 
 
8. “Look for the helpers.” Mr. (Rev.) Rogers was right. The  
helpers are both global and local. A few examples are John  
Krasinski, Pope Francis, Bill Gates, and Queen Elizabeth II. You 
really must watch Krasinski’s Some Good News. 
 
7. The USPS is still running. (Thank you, postal carriers!) It’s a 
good time to write a note to someone, the old fashioned way. 
Think of it as a memento, an artifact. Mention what is going on in 
history and offer someone your wishes for their good health and 
peace. Date the letter. 
   
 

6. Do all the good you can. Several weeks ago, I received some 
material as a gift. I washed, pressed, and cut that material to make 
over 100 face masks, and a woman in our adjoining neighborhood 
(whom I have never met!) sewed them into masks for a local    
hospital. Here’s to the Next Door app! 
 
5. Claim your intentions for the day. That may mean a 
“schedule” or it may just signal a daily theme or stated desire for 
growth. Rise with an idea of your intention, and then refine it – 
and reflect on it at day’s end. It’s a great time to begin the                
daily Examen. (I enjoy the app Reimagining the Examen). 
 
4. Grieve. Grieve what we have lost. We have lost two laity in our 
Northern Piedmont District. We grieve with their families and with 
their pastors. We also grieve lost semesters, lost rites of passage, 
lost trips, lost interactions, lost events, and much more. It’s okay to 
cry. It’s okay to stamp your feet. 
 
3. Forgive yourself. We spend a lot of time sharing the            
importance of forgiving others, and we are of course grateful for 
the forgiveness offered on the cross this Holy Week. This is also 
an opportunity for you to forgive yourself. Whatever it is, whatev-
er it was, let it go. Let a new chapter of personal history begin for 
you. That was then; this is now. 
 
2. Things change. I had planned an entirely different Lenten    
season, with entirely different spiritual goals… yet I have learned 
more about God’s provision during this time than I had ever 
hoped. Two of God’s gifts are learning and adaptation. I have 
learned things that I would not have ever learned under normal 
circumstances. 
 
1. Stay in love with God. God remains in love with you, and one 
of the gifts we have been given is the gift of time to embrace that 
truth. Don’t fill it all with your phone in your hand, scrolling, 
trolling, or toiling.  Spend it in quiet wonder. Listen for God’s 
voice of personal encouragement. Ask for what you need, and trust 
the Giver to provide it. 
 
Love and Peace to All This Holy Week, 
Rev. Bev Coppley 
District Superintendent 
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“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed 
away; see, everything has become new.”  
2 Corinthians 5:17 
  
Your inbox may soon be inundated with lots 
of details about how to “re-open” your 
church. This is not one of those emails. I’m 
more interested in how you can renew it, 
and consider what you have learned and 
longed for to make it new for the new world   
which we will inhabit. 
 
 The Apostle Paul spent a lot of time trying 
to convince his beloved friends in Corinth 
that they could be made new. They were a 
hard crowd - devout in the mornings, but as 
the day moved on they returned to old      
habits. The siren call of Aphrodite’s temple 
high above their city was hard to resist. 
Their days started strong, but ended       
poorly.  Let the same not be said for our 
quarantine. 
  
Our hearts anticipate the beautiful day when 
we can once again worship in our church 
buildings. Our lesson has been learned – 
never take worship for granted! We miss the 
warmth and the witness that was ours to 
enjoy each week. 
 
Church was for many “a third place” – that 
dear location we frequented most after home 
and office. We are certainly longing for 
church; however, I sense in my spirit a long-
ing for life at church to be different than it 
was before. Here are some things that can be 
different. 
 
You may discover you actually LIKE Zoom 
for church meetings. It allows working   
parents to not have to seek babysitters, and 
it keeps folks from having to drive at 
night.  You may want to use the church 
building for establishing sacred relation-
ships, not as a collection of meeting rooms. 
We can choose to identify the church 
building with the sacred work of relation-
ships. 

⬧ Younger people in our churches have so 
much to offer, but before this time we 
have not been open to their ideas. They 
have  taken on new leadership and creat-
ed    innovation that will last well beyond 
the pandemic.  Please don’t strip them of 
their work, ever. 
⬧ There may be a renewal of intergenera-

tional ministries, as concern has been 
raised for the well-being of our senior    
citizens and the loneliness of our young 
adults. The church is the place in our soci-
ety where everyone can have 
“grandparents”, “children”, and 
“grandchildren” by our grafting into the 
family of faith. 
⬧ Many of our churches and pastors who 

have not been regularly connected to our 
District and Conference are more engaged 
and more involved. They see the many 
blessings of a deep denominational con-
nection.  
⬧ There are theological conversations 

about the purpose of worship, deeper 
than I have ever witnessed in my 30-year        
ministry. We are deciding what is most  
important about worship. We know what 
we miss about it, and what we could have 
done without all along. May we worship 
differently when this is over. More spirit 
and truth, less fluff. 
⬧ Small groups have changed. I had the joy 

of listening in on one of my husband’s   
Sunday School class Zoom calls. The 
laughter, the honesty, the gathering togeth-
er around supper tables at day’s end would 
have never happened on a normal week-
day evening. Instead of “we’re too busy”, 
they gladly put their heads and hearts to-
gether to help a local children’s hospital, 
even in the midst of their own concerns. 
⬧ There is a resurgence of the theological 

notion called “grace.” While none of us 
have EVER had to earn our salvation, we 
know now more than ever that the church 
does not exist to grade people for their   
performances. We’ve all needed a little 
grace during this time, and we have been 

reminded that we have frankly needed it 
all along. 
⬧ We are speaking more of community as 

something to be nurtured. Relationships 
and trust are built over time, and we are 
developing new paths to understanding 
others. 

  
We will be tempted, perhaps to “forget” all 
of this ever happened. Some writers have 
suggested that there will be a tremendous 
attempt to “gaslight” Americans and try to 
convince them not to remain content with 
the simple, but to re-engage a consumer 
pursuit. They may urge us to go back to a 
lifestyle of materialism, division, oversched-
uling, and binary thinking. As we have been 
in our homes and quieted our minds and 
spirits, we have seen a new reality that can 
revitalize the church in our time.  The at-
mosphere has cleared up, inside and out. 
  
We are best to NEVER go back to the way 
things were. We were overscheduled and 
under- authentic. We were busy but not  
necessarily productive. We were spending 
money but it didn’t always buy joy. We 
were looking for entertainment, but failing 
to  appreciate the beauty of the world around 
us. We have rediscovered birds and flowers. 
We have rediscovered cards and letters. We 
have rediscovered our neighbors. We have 
rediscovered appreciation. We have        
rediscovered teamwork. We like our homes. 
We miss our churches. 
  
We don’t have to ever go back to the way 
things used to be.  We can move towards 
what is better, and what is best. Thanks be  
to God. 
  
Love and Peace to All, 
Bev Coppley,  
District Superintendent 
 

"Rev. Bev Coppley is the District Superintendent of our District (Northern Piedmont). She has sent a couple of articles to  pastors 
since the coronavirus began its trek across the world. I wanted to share them with you, my beloved flock. Great  reading."   
Pastor Barry  

After the Quarantine: An Argument Against An Overscheduled And Under-Authentic Church 



 

 

IN MEMORY OF 
 

Kibble Davis 
Ginger Jarrett 

Tommy & Joyce Summers 
Irma Walker 

Jeff & Edith Younger 
 

Carl Gerringer 
Carol Younger 

 

Euell “Buzz” Griggs 
Randy & Edith Apple 
Larry & Betty Clapp 

James & Carla Whitesell Dahl 
Clarence & Elizabeth Ingle 

Ginger Jarrett 
Max & Pam Litten 

The Morrow Family 
Kim Norwood 
Irma Walker 

Amy Whitesell 
Carol Younger 

Jeff & Edith Younger 
 

Doris McAdoo 
Ginger Jarrett 

 

Roy Martin 
J J Kaney 

Janice Wharton Michaels 
James & Carla Whitesell Dahl 

Ginger Jarrett  
Irma Walker 

Amy Whitesell 
Carol Younger 

 
Douglas & Betty Overman 

Ronnie & Trudy Greeson &  
Family 

 

Vallie Smith 
Ginger Jarrett 

 

Evelyn Wall 
Irma Walker 

 

Spencer Williams 
Jeff & Edith Younger  

 

Margaret Younger 
Ginger Jarrett 
Irma Walker 

Carol Younger 
 

Richard Younger 
Carol Younger 

 

Ronnie Yow 
Irma Walker 

IN HONOR OF 
 

Chris Jarrett’s & Matt 
Younger’s Birthdays 

Ginger Jarrett 
Carol Younger 

 
Wharton Sunday School 

Class 
Millie Shumpert 

 
 

Memorials & Special Gifts to Honor Friends & Loved Ones  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Gibsonville United Methodist Church, 
Thank you for your continued support of the “Food Closet” Ministry 
here at First Baptist Church Gibsonville, This ministry is open to anyone 

in our area who may have a need. We are open on 
Wednesday’s from 9:00—10:45am.  God has blessed this 
ministry through donations that provide 90+ families per 
month with food and other necessities.  Please inform 
your congregation about the hours of operation so they 
too can let others know where to get this type of assis-

tance. 
 Your support is very much appreciated.  The need is great in our area 
for this type of ministry and what a wonderful way to show the love of 
Christ to others by ministering to their physical needs.  
In His Service, 
Food Closet Ministry 
First Baptist Church  

 
 
Dear Alive In Christ Fellowship Group, 
Just want to thank you once again for your love and prayers for our fam-
ily during Spencer’s illness and his death. He’s with our Lord now and 
we will see him when we get there. 
Love in Christ, 
Charlotte Williams and Family 

 
 
Gibsonville UMC, 
Thank you for all the prayers for me and my family during our loss and 
my illness.  The cards I received just to confirm your prayer really was a 
light to my day. 
Love in Christ, 
Carolyn Spivey 

 

 

May 2 

Chris & Carol Kirkman 
 

May 9 

Guy & Judy Novak 
 

May 11 

David & Jennifer Snyder 
 

May 16 

Craig & Lisa Barfield 

Charles & Lorraine Learned 
 

May 17 

David & Maria Harrison 

Timothy & Rhonda Holloway 
 

May 19 

Henry & Chriss Buckner 
 

May 22 

Randy & Edith Apple 
 

May 23 

Ryan & Monica Gabriel 
 

May 25 

Mike & Sally Duquette 
 

May 29 

Mike & Cindy Kroksh 

1 Karen Teague Clark 

3 Teresa Merner 

4 Allison Deaton 
Summer Holloway 

5 Katie White 

6 Michelle Barringer 

7 Matthew Apple 
Elise Burke 
Lucas Troutman 

8 Cameron Dees 
Margaret Poole 

10 Edith Apple 
Craig Barfield 

12 Mike Kroksh 
Amy Whitesell 
Wanda Whitesell 

13 Carla Whitesell-Dahl 

14 Nancy Clark 
Allen Kimbro 

15 Adam Gunn 
Madison Ingle 

16 Linda Waynick 
Bill Whitfield 

17 Ann Moore 
Sue Wood 

18 Mark Cheek 
Frances Childs 

19 Bobbie Blakely 

20  Pat Dunford 

21 Sherrie S. Allred 

22 Zach Apple 
Ted Bales 

23 Kelly Dees 
Brantley O’Day II 

24 Megan Ingle 
Spencer Kimbro 

25 Lois Fuller 
Robert Griggs 

26 Patti Teague 

27  Ralph Bland 
Lorraine Learned 

29 Melanie Dawson 

31 Melba Allison 
Scott Bales 
Vicki Holmes 
Ryan Young 

If your birthday or anniver-

sary is not listed or is listed 

incorrectly, please notify 

the church office so that we 

may correct our files. 

 

Euell “Buzz” Griggs 
March 2, 2020 

 

Kibble Davis 
April 16, 2020 

 

 

Stewardship Update 

A Pen And A Thought 

Perhaps like you, I find bits and pieces of familiar hymns 
drifting in and out of consciousness during these days of 
social distancing. These fragments seemingly come out of 
nowhere, and the next thing I know, there’s a lively game 
of “Name That Tune” going on inside my head! Try identi-
fying this one yourself: “Grant us wisdom, grant us cour-
age, for the living of these days.” Sometimes I’m not so 
lucky, but in this case, I was: this line – the perfect prayer 
for 2020 AD – comes from the classic “God Of Grace And 
God Of Glory” [UMH 577], whose text was penned by the 
great American preacher Harry Emerson Fosdick in 1930 
for the opening of Riverside Church in New York City. 
Find a recording online and sing along – you’ll be glad 
you did!      
 
Rob Hallquist 
Director of Music in Traditional Worship 

By our Gifts (as of 3/31/20)  

Annual Budget  336,528  

   

   

Operating Fund Received in March 19,303  

Operating Fund Received Year to Date 54,059  

Operating Fund Needed Budget to Date 84,132  

Above/(Below) Budget to Date (30,073) 

   

Building Fund received in March 4,083  

Building Fund received Year to Date 13,083  

Mortgage Payments Year to Date 21,360  

Above/(Below) Mortgage Payments YTD (8,277) 

Mortgage Principal Balance 713,048  

   
A complete copy of the current financial statement is available in the  
Welcome Center. 

May Music News at GUMC 

Martin Rinkart became a pastor in Germany after spending the 
first part of his life as an accomplished musician. The city he 
lived in as a pastor, Eilenburg, in Germany, went through an 
epidemic that claimed 8,000 lives in 1637. Rinkart performed 
as many as 200 funerals a week.  
 
Rev. Rinkart wrote a hymn in the midst of the death and suf-
fering. “Now thank we all our God/ With heart and hands and 
voices;/ Who wondrous things has done, / In whom this world 
rejoices.  
 
 Our bounteous God stays near us in our anxiety: “Keep us all 
in grace,/ and guide us when perplexed,/ and free us from all 
harm, / In this world and the next.”  
 
God bless and keep us all.  

Pastor Barry  

“The mere whisper of the Holy Spirit can drown out the thundering noise of an entire world.”      
  —David Jeremiah  

Dick Annand commissioned this cross to be built 

and placed in the church prayer garden.  His son-in-

law, Tony Jacobelli, actually built the cross.        

Pictured above are Dick’s wife Pat and his        

grandson, Clay Winters. Dick passed away March 

20, 2019.   

Thanks to the Anand and Jacobelli family! 

 

 

 

 

In order to access this new  worship 

opportunity: 

 Go to our church’s website,  

  www.gibsonvilleumc.org 

 Scroll down to 9:00AM Contem-

porary or 11:00AM Traditional    

Worship  Service (live stream) 

 Press or click on (live stream) 

 This will bring you to the selection 

of screens for our services.  

 For LIVE Streaming click or press 

on the forward arrow.  

 For one of the prior Sunday       

recorded services, select the video 

for that date.  

http://www.gibsonvilleumc.org

