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September 2019
A Pen And A Thought
I hope you were able to be at worship services on
Sunday, August 25. Studying the Psalms in
preparation for preaching, I was led to Psalm 71.
I found lots of great spiritual truths in the text.
One of the things I found spoke to all ages of
people being surrounded by the presence and
love of God.
“Upon you I have leaned from my birth; it was
you who took me from my mother’s womb. My
praise is continually of you” (Ps. 71:6).
“O God, from my youth you have taught me, and
I still proclaim your wondrous deeds” (Ps.
71:17).
“So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do
not forsake me, until I proclaim your might to all
generations to come” (Ps. 71:18).

Live Streaming
In order to access this new
worship opportunity:
 Go to our church’s website,
www.gibsonvilleumc.org
 Scroll down to 9:00AM
Contemporary or 11:00AM
Traditional Worship
Service (live stream)
 Press or click on (live
stream)
 This will bring you to the
selection of screens for our
services.
 For LIVE Streaming click
or press on the forward
arrow.
 For one of the prior Sunday
recorded services, select
the video for that date.

Note the repeating themes. One, all of life is
covered, from birth through youth to old age.
Two, through all the stages of life the psalmist
has leaned upon God, been taught by God, never
been forsaken by God. Three, through the stages
of life the Psalmist praises God, proclaims God’s
wondrous deeds, and looks to continue to
proclaim God’s deeds even in old age to the
generations yet to come.
This is an exciting time to be serving and
growing at Gibsonville UMC. Why? Let me
share a true experience of mine. When I was
about 23 ½ years old, I began working as a
wilderness counselor for emotionally disturbed
boys about 12-16 years old. We lived outside
24/7/365. Most of the boys had engaged in
criminal/violence activity (or the like).
Anyway, my mother had a neighbor who had a
nephew who was a client at the camp. When my
mother’s neighbor found out where I was
working, she told my mother I would “never
make it.” About a month into the job, I became
very demoralized for all kinds of reasons. It
passed through my mind to quit. Then, in my
imagination, I could see “HER” standing there in
my mother’s driveway when I pulled up in the
car after quitting.

I never looked back. I worked diligently from
1981-84. I cannot get into braggadocio (lest I be
accused of balderdash, blather, or hogwash), but I
will just modestly say that I was a (more than)
adequate wilderness counselor. I know for a truth
that I helped many of the hundreds of boys I
served over the years. I have even seen some of
them in chance meetings since then. One even
called me from his new home in Australia one
time. After he played professional football, he
became a private detective in the land down
under.
What’s all this got to do with anything? With
Psalm 71? The last thing you want to tell me is
that I will not stick something out. As you are
aware, the children and youth ministry has taken
a nose-dive in the last few years. You’ve
probably heard all the stories about how great
everything used to be in “the day.” Well, I’m
glad we have our backs against the wall. I believe
the church thrives when it is fighting the odds. I
know I do.
We are receiving sound counsel and wisdom on
revitalizing our Children’s and Youth Ministries
at Gibsonville UMC. Ministry Architects, a
consulting firm for children/youth ministries, was
with us the first weekend of August. We received
a three-day ministry assessment from them.
They are returning September 13-14 to train our
Renovation Team, the group of people who are
dedicating themselves, along with me, to raising
up solid, character-filled teens and young adults
from among our children and youth.
Pray for the Renovation Team as you pray for our
children and youth. (Susan Ezekiel, Donna
Jacobelli, Carol Kirkman, Terry McNeill, Ann
Moore, Katy O’Day, and Michelle Rash).
Also, if you have some cash to unload to help
defray expenses, please feel free to do it. Several
families have left the church recently and it sure
would help if some of us stepped up to pick up
their slack! One thing we prayed for when we
found out we were coming to serve as your
Pastor and (his) wife was that God would send us
(Continued on next page)

(continued from page 1)

the people necessary to build up God’s church. I am trusting that is what
is happening!

If you want to help with our Children’s/Youth Ministry, let us know! FYI,
there are posters around the church inviting all cooks to cook meals for
the youth to be served about 5-5:30pm on Sundays. Cook at home and
bring it or cook at church and serve it. Your choice! (And we need more
than one cook to answer the call)!

Pastor Barry
_______________________________________________________

Contagious Christianity

Watch for a course to help us learn to share our faith with others. The
course is entitled Contagious Christianity. It helps us learn our own “faith
story” and be able to share it with people the Lord leads our way. Details
coming soon!

Upcoming Activities & Information
Board of Trustees: The Board of Trustees will meet in the Wharton
Class room Sunday September 8 immediately following the 11:00am
worship service.

Care & Share: Will meet Thursday September 12 at 7:00pm at Blakey
Hall, 501 Blakey Hall Lane, Elon.

Charge Conference: A fall rite of passage for United Methodists around
the world. Gather to plan and strategize for the future with your work areas
the next few weeks and wrap it all up on Thursday October 24 at 7:00pm.

September 2019

September Music News At GUMC
Lately I have devoted lots of time to considering what is
meant by the phrase heard repeatedly in the Psalms, “Sing
to the Lord a new song.” How is it exactly that we
creatures can offer our loving Creator a new song?
Approaching this question literally, I might answer that
we can sing something that is not chronologically old, say
a Contemporary Christian song or freshly composed
anthem. These work for me. Perhaps we sing unison
hymns crafted by today’s historically-sensitive lyricists
and composers of sacred music. This also works for me.
Maybe we sing a hymn tune of the past with new lyrics
set to it, or maybe we sing treasured lyrics of the past that
are fitted to a freshly composed hymn tune. These too
seem a new song to me.
We can also resurrect seldom sung sacred music
traditions of bygone eras and bring them to new life.
When we sing from Sacred Harp or Taizé chant
collections – even though we pay homage to Christian
music of the past - we are singing a new song for our own
time. What seems ever clearer to me from these
ponderings and John Wesley’s “Directions for Singing”
in his Select Hymns (1761) is that God wishes us to sing all of us, every one. And this we do at GUMC! Oddly
enough, when all is said and done, we will find ourselves
affirming lyrics in the final verse to “I Love To Tell The
Story” [UMH 156]: “And when, in scenes of glory, I sing
the new, new song, ‘twill be the old, old story that I have
loved so long.”

Hallquist
Circle 2: Will meet Tuesday September 24 at 11:30am in the church Rob
Director of Music in Traditional Worship
parlor.

Sunday
Fruit & Protein Sunday

1

Wednesday
4

8 AM
Men’s Breakfast
Group

9:45-10 AM
Coffee & Refreshments in
Fellowship Hall

Thursday
5

6 PM Handbell
Rehearsal

7 PM
Alive in Christ

7 PM
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

7 PM
Cub Scouts

7 PM
Scout Committee

9:45 & 10 AM Sunday School

Friday
6

7 PM
Praise Team
Rehearsal

Saturday
7

5:45 PM
Brownie/
Daisy

3 PM
Feed the Hunger
Pack-A-Thon
3 PM
Children &
Youth
Feed the Hunger
Pack-A-Thon

11 AM Traditional Worship
4-6 PM Children & Youth
8

8 AM Praise Team Rehearsal

9

10
7 PM
Boy Scouts

8:30 AM Coffee & Refreshments in Narthex
9 AM ACTS29@9

11

12

7 PM
Alive in Christ

6 PM
Handbell Rehearsal

7 PM
Cub Scouts

7 PM
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

9:45-10 AM
Coffee & Refreshments in
Fellowship Hall

15

Homecoming

7 PM
Nominations
Committee

MEALS ON WHEELS - Monday September 9 through Friday September 13
16

9:45-10 AM
Coffee & Refreshments in
Fellowship Hall

17
7 PM
Boy Scouts

7 PM
Circle 3

9:45 & 10 AM Sunday School
11 AM Combined Worship

8 AM Praise Team Rehearsal

23
7 PM
Boy Scouts

9:45-10 AM
Coffee & Refreshments in
Fellowship Hall

11 AM Traditional Worship
1-4 PM Scarecrow Event
4-6 PM Children & Youth

8:30AM Coffee & Refreshments in Narthex
9 AM ACTS29@9
9:45 AM
Churchwide Breakfast
9:45 & 10 AM Sunday School

11 AM Traditional Worship
4-6 PM Children & Youth

20
7 PM
Praise Team
Rehearsal

No
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

25

30
7 PM
Boy Scouts

26

11:30 AM
Circle 2

6 PM
Handbell Rehearsal

7 PM
Alive in Christ

7 PM
Chancel Choir
Rehearsal

7 PM
Cub Scouts

9:45 & 10 AM Sunday School

5th Sunday Mission

No
Handbell Rehearsal

7 PM
Alive in Christ

24

9 AM ACTS29@9

8 AM Praise Team Rehearsal

19

21
5:45 PM
Brownie/
Daisy

Scarecrow
Construction

7 PM
Cub Scouts

8:30AM Coffee & Refreshments in Narthex

29

18

6:30 PM
UM Men’s Nite
Out

4-6 PM Children & Youth

22

14

7 PM
Care & Share

11 AM Traditional Worship
12 PM Board of Trustees
4-6 PM Jr Girl Scouts
4-6 PM Children & Youth

13
7 PM
Praise Team
Rehearsal

9:45 & 10AM Sunday School

Coffee Time

Are you interested in meeting other members of the church
and getting to know them better? Want an opportunity to
Come worship together at 11:00am and bring a covered dish with you for enjoy Christian fellowship over a cup of coffee? Please come
lunch immediately following the worship service. Our very own Claude join us for “Coffee Time” in the Church Fellowship Hall!
Little, our church treasurer, will bring the message. Claude has served in We will meet every Wednesday in September at 10:00 am.
numerous leadership positions. Most notably, he is not only church
treasurer, but also recently ended a tenure as our Welcome Chairperson. All adults are invited to come. Coffee
Claude also leads our outdoor drive-thru prayer ministry.
and light snacks will be provided, all
you need to bring is yourself (and a
Both the Contemporary Praise Team and the Chancel Choir will provide friend if you like!). Since this is a new
our music and song.
opportunity for fellowship, after
September the day and time to meet
Howard Hendricks one of our church historians will present a brief, may change based on the interests of
informative history of the church during lunch.
the group. Please check future Newsletters and the Bulletins
for updates. For more information please contact Teresa
Let’s use this opportunity to be together as a church family both for Merner at 336-446-2090.
worship and for lunch, Sunday September 15 at 11:00am.

Tuesday
3

8:30 AM Coffee & Refreshments in Narthex
9 AM ACTS29@9

Hall Lane, Elon. Linda Gerringer will have the program and refreshments.

HOMECOMING

2

8 AM Praise Team Rehearsal

Circle 3: Will meet Monday September 16 at Blakey Hall, 501 Blakey Disciples in Christ Sunday School

The Disciples in Christ Sunday School Class is studying the
book, “Of All The Places To Go . . . How Will You Know?”
Men’s Breakfast Group: The United Methodist Men breakfast group by John Ortberg. Do you know the differences between
will meet Tuesday September 3 at 8:00am in the Fellowship Hall. All men having a “closed mind-set” and an “open mind-set”? Do you
are invited! Contact Van Moore for additional information (336) 447-4149. suffer from FOMO (Fear Of Missing Out)? Join us in
Sunday School as we learn how to recognize the Open Doors
Nominations Committee: The Nominations Committee will meet God puts before us and how to fulfill our purpose in life. The
Thursday September 12 at 7:00pm in the conference room.
class meets Sunday mornings at 10:00 in room #02 on the
lower level. Materials will be provided in class.
UM Men’s Night Out: Meet at 6:30pm on Tuesday September 17.
Place to be determined.
***

Monday

27
7 PM
Praise Team
Rehearsal

28

Stewardship Update

Children & Youth Fellowship

I will be faithful to Gibsonville United Methodist Church, and uphold it by my prayers, my presence, my gifts, my service and my witness.
- Membership Vow of the United Methodist Church

By Our Prayers

Our Service

Prayer request cards are available in the Welcome Center and Sanctuary pews. If you
would like to share joys or concerns with the congregation, please complete this card
and return it to the church office or to Pastor Barry or place in the offering plate. The
prayer list is updated weekly in the Sunday Worship Bulletin. The Alive in Christ
study group prays for these requests each Tuesday evening at the church.

By Our Presence
Date

ACTS29@9

Sunday School
Attendance

Worship Attendance
11 AM

8/4/19

37

42

81

8/11/19

33

27

104

8/18/19

31

35

82

8/25/19

32

39

88

Brantley O’Day
Ainsley Rash
Devin McMullen
Jeri Barringer
Brantley O’Day

Altar Flowers
September 1:
September 8:
September 15:
September 22:
September 29:

Claude & Denise Little
Van Moore
Trustees
Open
Open

Altar Guild Joe & Dianne Cline
Camera Operator - 9:00 AM
September 22: Glenn Zimmerman

By Our Gifts
By our Gifts (as of 7/31/19)
320,403

Annual Budget

Acolytes
September 1:
September 8:
September 15:
September 22:
September 29:

Camera Operator - 11:00AM
September 1:
Barry Deaton
September 8:
Lucas Troutman
September 15: Terry McNeill
September 22: Sue Wood
September 29: Abby Cobb
Communion Servers - 11:00 AM
September 8:
Carter James & Tyler Journigan

Operating Fund Received in July

17,848

Operating Fund Received Year to Date

162,715

Operating Fund Needed Budget to Date

184,848

Above/(Below) Budget to Date

(22,133)

Building Fund received in July

6,230

Building Fund received Year to Date

45,870

Mortgage Payments Year to Date

49,840

Above/(Below) Mortgage Payments YTD

(3,970)

Mortgage Principal Balance

751,380

A complete copy of the current financial statement is available in the
Welcome Center.

Pastor Barry’s Office Schedule
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Sabbath Day

9:30am- 12 Noon
1pm - 3pm

9am - 12 Noon
1pm - 3pm

9am - 11am

Please have all articles and information for the
October 2019 Newsletter in the church office no later
than Monday, September 23.

Counters (Offering) - Red Team
Elizabeth Ingle, Julie Isley, Boyce Johnson
Greeter - 9:00 AM:

Van Moore

Greeters - 11:00 AM: Ginger Jarrett, Carol Younger
Coffee & Refreshments
September 1:
Ann Moore
September 8:
Carol Kirkman
September 15: Elizabeth & Clarence Ingle
September 22: Ann Moore
September 29: Breakfast

Come and bring a friend!!
Sunday, September 1st 4:00 PM

Join us for an evening of retro fun as we take a trip to the
bowling alley. Meet at the church at 4:00pm. Dinner will be
provided.

Saturday, September 7 - 3:00 PM

Feed The Hunger is hosting a meal packing event and we are
diving in. Come help us prepare 15,000 meals to deliver to
those in need.

Sunday, September 15 - 4:00-6:00 PM

Let’s do arts and crafts! The church would like us to make a
scarecrow, but not just any old scarecrow. It’s time to get
creative. Meet at the church at 4:00pm. Dinner will be
provided.

Sunday, September 22 - 4:00 - 6:00 PM

Come get in one last trail hike with us before the weather
turns cold. As always, we will take a few trash bags along
with us to clean up. Meet at the church at 4:00pm. Dinner
will be provided.

Sunday, September 29 - 4:00-6:00 PM

The Church is sponsoring children for Christmas and the
youth are taking on some of the responsibility. Come
shopping with us and help to make a special kid have the
best Christmas ever! Meet at the church at 4:00pm. Dinner
will be provided.

Nursery 9:00-10:00AM
September 1:
Lillie Cline & June Owens
September 8:
Lillie Cline & Ann Moore
September 15: Lillie Cline & Donna Hughes
September 22: Lillie Cline & Judy Shepherd
September 29: Lillie Cline & Elizabeth Ingle
Nursery 10:00AM-12:00PM
September 1:
Lillie Cline & Glada Cater
September 8:
Lillie Cline & Allison Deaton
September 15: Lillie Cline & Amanda Morrow
September 22: Lillie Cline & Susan McBane
September 29: Lillie Cline & Michelle Rash
Usher (Head) 11:00AM: Randy Apple

Thanks to all who worked to hard to make this year’s VBS a
success! A special “Thank You” to Michelle Rash, VBS Director!!

MISSIONS & OUTREACH
Fruit and Protein Collection
First Sunday of Every Month

The Gibsonville First Baptist Church operates a food pantry that
serves our community. Each week 25 to 30 families/
individuals receive food. Our church supports this mission by
collecting food and delivering it to the food pantry. Hunger
continues to be a problem in our area so this is an important way
we can support those in need. Please remember to bring nonperishable food to church on Sunday September 1 and place it
in the bins in the welcome center or in the closet off the narthex.
Suggested food items include the following: peanut butter,
canned meat, canned meat stews, beans, brown rice, quinoa, and
canned fruit. Please check expiration dates on all donated food.

___________________________________________
Feed The Hunger Pack-a-thon
September 7, 3:00pm

We are working with Friedens Lutheran Church again this year
to feed the hungry not only around the world, but locally as well.
We are participating with them in a Pack-a-thon on September 7,
location will be determined by the amount of volunteers we
have. Please contact Elizabeth Ingle at the following address
elizabethingle01@icloud.com if you are willing to volunteer
in this ministry. Not only do we need your dedication of time,
but, we are asking that you prayerfully consider making a
donation to purchase the food needed to make this a successful
event. Please make your checks payable to GUMC marked for
Feed the Hunger.
____________________________________________________

Peanut Butter & Jelly (PB&J)

Thank You! To all who helped make this year’s PB&J a
success.

Memorials & Special Gifts to Honor Friends & Loved Ones
IN MEMORY OF

IN HONOR OF

Roy Martin
Rex & Janie Kaney

All Who Participated in the PB&J Ministry
Jeff & Edith Younger

Evelyn Wall
Irma Walker

Operation Christmas Child

We still have shoeboxes available for “adoption”! Inside each
shoebox is a list of suggested items to fill the box. Boxes can be
found on the table in the Sanctuary. If you would prefer to
donate money, earmark it Operation Christmas Child and we
will be glad to fill a box (or 2) for you.
____________________________________________________

5th Sunday Mission - Candy for Trunk or Treat

It's Never Too Early for Halloween!! I know summer is barely
over, but...Halloween is around the corner. Each year we host
around 900 children at our Trunk or Treat event. At least one
car will hand out information about the church and a Christian
item. SO...let’s get moving. Please purchase individually
wrapped candy and bring to the bins at the church in the welcome center or narthex closet. If you prefer you can donate
money and we will buy in bulk at BJs. Our September 5th
Sunday Mission on 9/29/19 will also be collecting candy for
Trunk or Treat. We will also need volunteers to decorate their
trunks and set up in the parking lot across the street on Halloween night to hand out candy. Thank you in advance for your
donations and support.
____________________________________________________

Thank You! Thank You!

Thank you to all who gave blood at the Blood Drive on the
August 19. 35 pints were collected. I would also like to thank
all who helped in any way to make it a success. May God bless
each of you! Faye

A church is an imperfect mix of imperfect believers, so it’s easy for members to
find faults or feel disappointed. That, in turn, may tempt us to shop around.
C.S. Lewis addresses that in The Screwtape Letters. “If a man can’t be cured of
churchgoing,” Screwtape advises his demon protégé, “the next best thing is to send
him all over the neighborhood looking for the church that ‘suits’ him until he
becomes a taster or connoisseur of churches.” How Satan must hate when
Christians maintain long-term commitment to one church!
The urge to church-hop harms congregations as well as believers. “Spiritual depth isn’t fostered by satiating
your sense of felt needs,” writes James Emery White. “It’s receiving a balanced diet of teaching and challenge,
investing in service and mission, living in community and diversity that you probably would not select for
yourself.”

SCARECROW VILLAGE - September 22, 1-4 PM

1

Buddy Blakely

2

Ashley Schick

3

Steven Veiga

5

Dianne Cline

6

Lisa Kale
Karen Lugo

9

Roy Whitehead

10

Laura S. Black

11

Mike Duquette
Katie Gunn
David Teague

12

Ryan Gabriel
Kent James

14

Judy Jayson

17

Phillip Hooper
Greg Zaiser

18

Kimberly Ezekiel
Joe Sledge
Sophia Smith

19

Joycelyn Brookshire
Ginger Jarrett
Larry Poole

20

Chase Ray

22

Christine Orlando

25

Johnny Stucky

27

Rhonda Holloway
Ken Rickard
Mark Shepherd

28

Noah Zaiser

29

Amanda Morrow

Parking Lot of GUMC—Free Admission
GUMC is going to create a scarecrow village
September 22 and we invite everyone to join us in
creating different scarecrows to display in the yard in
front of the church. The one pictured here was created
by Nancy Clark - I think it is amazing! Use your
imaginations or let us know if you need some
inspirations and we will be glad to offer some
suggestions. So, get those creative juices flowing and
look for more information as the summer winds
down. For additional information contact Nancy
Clark (336) 446-8070.

On Sunday, August 25, 2019 GUMC
welcomed the following new members
Stacey Thomas, Kaitlyn Thomas, Stephen
Thomas, Autumn Thomas, Darryl Pegg
Address: 517 Apple St, Gibsonville
Phone: 336-383-0182

Message from Laura Bailey
I am looking for anyone who lost a family member or knew of someone that
gave his life on the beaches of Normandy in 1944. My brother and I will be
visiting there soon and will have the opportunity to participate in a wreathlaying ceremony. We will also be given a single white rose to place on a
grave of our choosing. If you know of anyone buried at the Normandy American Cemetery, please share with me their information. I will be honored to
place the rose on his grave and take a photo to share with you. If you do not
know of anyone, please spread the word. (Laura attends the 9am worship
service. You can reach her at phoh1941@yahoo.com).

September 2
Bob & Glada Cater
Michael & Christine Orlando

September 5
Randy & Phyllis Stephenson
September 8
Jon & Kara Solomon
September 9
Tony & Donna Jacobelli
September 10
Joe & Dianne Cline
September 16
Barry & Donna Lemons
September 17
Deleno & Susan Flynn
September 24
Kibble & Gwen Davis
Michael & Megan Ingle
September 29
James & Carla Whitesell
Dahl

If your birthday or anniversary
is not listed or is listed incorrectly, please notify the church
office so that we may correct
our files.

